
 

College Liberal Arts Mathematics Course  

using the Smart Sparrow Adaptive Learning Platform 

Hello colleague,  
 
My name is Stephen Zuro and I am a mathematics professor at Joliet Junior College located in 
Joliet, Illinois. Joliet Junior College, about 40 miles southwest of Chicago, is the nation's first 
community college established in 1901. 
 
We’re a comprehensive community college that serves a diverse community of more than 35,000 
students providing occupational education, adult education and literacy programs, workforce 
development services, and, of course, pre-baccalaureate programs for students planning to 
transfer to four-year universities. 
 
Today JJC is a leader in educational development and content delivery. We are always 
experimenting and discovering new and innovative ways of educating our student body. 
 

Smart Sparrow for me and my course 

Using the Smart Sparrow Adaptive Learning Platform, I developed an interactive and adaptive 
liberal arts math course to suit my student’s precise needs. A liberal arts math course is a 
college-level general education math course for non-science majors. 
 
What made the content delivery and instruction special: 

● Innovative adaptive technology inspired me to reimagine my teaching to better serve more 
students 

● Personalize the learning experiences with adaptivity that I control 
● Low-cost option increases access for students 
● Accessible and flexible learning environment 
● Easily observe student progress and monitor at-risk students 
● Adapt and adjust content in “real time”, allowing immediate improvement of instruction 
● Course can be used for both online and traditional instruction 
● Platform allows full pedagogical control and authoring of the content you provide 
● They support implementation that addresses faculty development, student support, and 

further partnerships 
 
Student education through the Smart Sparrow platform has improved: 

● Fills in the gaps where learning was typically lacking 
● Improved retention and course grades 
● Intrinsic remediation as students progress 
● Adaptive pathways encourage development  
● Interactive learning and richer visual graphics aid in understanding  
● Cost benefits and savings for students 

 



 

 
For me personally, teaching a course that I constructed using a medium that allows pedagogical 
freedom, without sacrificing content, to enhance delivery of quality material has been amazing. 
The effects are a marked improvement in retention and understanding which translates into 
better course outcomes. But more importantly, this results in a more developed and confident 
student. 
 
A more comprehensive introduction to how I incorporated Smart Sparrow for my course at Joliet 
Junior College can be viewed through this YouTube video assembled for the 2017 Faculty 
Summer Institute held at the University of Illinois: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znLEgGcgO88  
 

 
 

Smart Sparrow for you and your course 

What Smart Sparrow has done for me and my course at JJC can also work for you and your 
courses. The Smart Sparrow platform is sophisticated but very intuitive. Nonetheless, developing 
quality deliverable content can be tedious and very time-consuming. 
 
However, starting with existing lessons as a base and collaborating with the Smart Sparrow team 
means you too can soon have innovative learning experiences that improving your students’ 
experiences in their liberal arts math course.  
 
To help get started, you can purchase the course I developed, which has shown positive impact in 
my courses, and then easily adapt it to your teaching style and students’ learning needs. 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znLEgGcgO88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znLEgGcgO88


 

My adaptive math course includes the following content: 
● Chapter 1 Thinking Critically 
● Chapter 2 Sets in Practice 
● Chapter 3 Using Logic 
● Chapter 4 Discovering Number Theory 
● Chapter 5 Algebra in Action 
● Chapter 6 The World of Geometry 
● Chapter 7 The Dynamics of Probability 

➢ Secs 1 - 4  
➢ Secs 5 - 7 

● Chapter 8 Statistics and Decision Making 
● Chapter 9 Buying Power 
● Chapter 10 The Influence of Numbers 

 
Future chapters currently being developed for incorporating into the course for your students 
include: Chapter 11 Selecting a Winner, Chapter 12 Fair Division, and Chapter 13 Graph Theory.   
 
The convenience of purchasing my course is getting access to the design elements, content, and 
“heavy lifting” that building a course from scratch requires. You can use the material right out of 
the box, or adapt/configure the content to your own liking and needs. 
 
With the exception of the full Chapter 7, the price per Chapter lesson is $8.00. Typically, a liberal 
arts math course consists/covers about five topics (Chapters). That translates to a scant $40.00 
for a standard course, plus $20.00 for the standard Smart Sparrow subscription. The amount 
students saving by purchasing course instead of a traditional textbook is astronomical! Each 
Chapter purchase also includes a password-protected Chapter exam. Again, all material is 
customizable. 
 
Chapter 7 is an extensive chapter. For convenience, and to be able to optimize student learning, 
you have the option to teach Chapter 7 as one lesson or parsed into two separate lessons — each 
with its own exam. Chapter 7 as one Chapter lesson is $16.00, or can be purchased in parsed 
sections for $8.00 each. 
 
To get a look at my Liberal Arts Math course utilizing the Smart Sparrow Adaptive Learning 
Platform, you can request free access to all of my course material for your perusal and to think 
about how it fits into your course. Simply contact Smart Sparrow representative by emailing 
contact@smartsparrow.com. 
 
Best wishes in your teaching, 
Professor Stephen Zuro 
Joliet Junior College 
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